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The AVJ Fund

smiles ... connections ... cures

The AYJundwas createdin honor of AnnaYanJiArabig who wasdiagnosedat age 13 with
gliomatosiscerebri (GC) a rare brain tumor. At the time of Anna? diagnosis there was no
researchbeingdoneon this type of cancer We arecommittedto supportingnewresearchnow
beingconductedto find effectivetreatmentsanda curefor this devastatingdisease.

Themissionof the AYJFundis to bring smilesto kidswith cancer,to keepthem
connectedto friendsand schoolthrough technology,and to supportthe researchof
gliomatosiscerebriand other brain cancergo find a cure.

AN EXCITING024 IN THEFIGHTOFHERLIFE

2024is movingfastandsoisthe AYFund.Westarted  Throughout the past ten years, we have connected
the yearwith a fabulouscelebrationof our 10" with hundreds of children with cancer and their
Anniversaryasa 501(c)(3)onprofit foundation families. We have heard exciting results of stable MRI
supportingchildrenwith cancer. scans and have helped

fund Endof-Treatment
celebrations. We have
also experienced
along with many
parents, the
devastation of being
told their strong and X
Thisyear, we alsocelebratedin Bostonwith afabulous  peautiful child has a diagnosis of cancer. Throughout
Wine, Chocolateand CraftBeerTastingourd h YOS  this time, we have met the most courageous, kind,

Upona5 NB IOKEA t ledideryiNerth Adams, brilliant and funchildrenand young adults who bring
SuperherdNeekat the JImmyFUﬂdCllnlcat Dana us Joy by meeting and gettmg to know them.
FarberCanceinnstitute, and somuchmore.

Inlookingbackoverthe past10years,we were
overwhelmedwith our wonderfulsupporters,somany
specialmomentswith our AY XKids,andfour
internationalresearchconferenceghat haveledto
advancesn researchwhichmoveuscloserto an
effectivetreatment, and, oneday, acure.

One of these very special people we feel blessed
Thisnewsletterisfilled with photosandstoriesof very  have connected with is Carrigan Nelson. We met
specialchildrenandof manyfriendswhoarehelping  Carrigan at the Strong Little Souls Gala in Pittsfield in
us make a difference foob many children with May. Carrigan had received an AYJ Fund SMILES pack,
cancer and we were excited to meet in person. Although
TR i Carrigan has had five long
years of treatment for
osteosarcoma, including
@ radiation, chemotherapy
g8 and multiple surgeries,
| including an abowhe-knee
amputation the tumors in
& both lungs are now growing
e e 21508 | & again. Carrigan has no
AHANK YOU further local treatments available, and has been
YW of approved for a clinical trial using a new CRgell
C flons. Cules therapy.Carrigan faced additional heartbreak when

4,662 AYJ SMILES

49 CONNECTIONS
$1.39 Million CURES -
committed to
cancer research
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her insurancavas not accepted by the hospitahé&

was told sheneededto pay outof-pocket $54,000 for
the trial, plus the costs of the hospital admission, travel
and additional expenseHer care was delayed, but
luckily after a difficult process they accepted her
insurance and she will be starting the trial. The
remainder of expenses are still her responsibility.

Our AYJ Fund is happy to provetane support. If you
are able to support her also by sharing her story,
saying a prayer, making an additional donation, or
support in any way you can, we have included a link
below. In spite of previous lung surgeries, v
activetumors in both lungs, Carrigan continues to sing
with her most beautiful voice, and spread joy and love
wherever she goes.
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100007771
185291

https://gofund.me/d9f82af8

SUPERHERO WEEK

Eachyear, the Jimmy Fund holds a weeklong event to
celebrate the superheroes that are treated at the clinic
each day. This year the AYJ Fund took on the planning
and decorations for this special
¥  celebration.

nominated
musicianNoah
Kahanstopped in
to the Jimmy Fund
Clinic and played
with the kids on
our AYJ gaming
Go Karts with one
boy still sporting
his superhero
beanie.

dTheir most recent theme has been

o o Guperheroesdwhich feels right because
We planned daily gift bags, activity u to me that is the only way to truly
sheets, superhero snacks, craft - describe what they do, what they go
activities, andve packed capes and through, and the strength they possess.
masks, balloons, photo propstc. I'll think about everyone | met yesterday
for the rest of my life. Thank you for
For the kids and the staff alike, it is one of the favorite havingY S @ ¢

weeks of the year at the clinic. We cannot think of

anyone stronger and with more super powers than

these childrerfighting cancerThank you to our

supporters, packers and drivers who made this

possible $ecial thanks to Michelle Dion/Gimme Some

Sugar, and Lisa Boyer for amazing superhero cookies.
W OEEE s

A 1 ’ . | ~a8)”,

AYJ Volunteers packing AYJ
Superhero SMILES packs



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100007771185291
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100007771185291
https://gofund.me/d9f82af8?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR20nwS-2cdFaliFJqD4IAwnz1UZt4ufXLgcEcDUDkyJ-HCRiVsCyBPhOzM_aem_ZmFrZWR1bW15MTZieXRlcw

MORE AYJ SMILES
Princesdsabella

Isabella is fighting
leukemia and we heard
she loved Princess
Jasmine and unicorns.
Her Mom shared she
was so excited she

G & KNRaS§h& R €
opened her AYJ SMILES
packagedit made her
day.e

OWhat perfect timing!!! Dirk had his 3™
brain surgery Monday and he was not
feeling the best today. Boy O Boy did
you guys brighten up this k i didy&! you card he sent us!
THANK YOU SO VERY MU CH o
Di r Modns

N

A e animals which can be
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Spring Smiles

Each yeamwe celebrate
LYY Q& 0ANIK
something fun to the
children at the Jimmy Fund |
Clinic. This year we sefifty
G2 N¥ASR2NI of

warmed in the microwave
for a warm hug or chilled for
cooling comfort. This photo
of Liamshows how much the
children loved them.

Wedey
Wesley lives in NH and is being treated at DRaeber
He is kind, strong and very creative. We love the thank

A

A Needed Getaway

Kota has been fighting leukemia since July 2021. Afte

Kitty Cat Love

Penelop@a a YA f
warmed our hearts.
She is 10 years old anc
fighting leukemia. She
loves cats, andhe
loved this little one we
included in her AYJ
SMILES pack.a I RS
al NB2NKSE ¢
adorable cat cards
when she heard
Penelopdoved cats.

‘B better and his Mom

long periods of time in the " ’
hospital he was feeling '

wanted to surprise him
and his siblings with a

getawayto their favorite
indoor water park. Carrigan

Mom said they had so We sent an AYJ SMILES packag‘
much fun andx ¢ K I y 1 to Carrigan and included this fun '
again for this much princess crown. Although the

A A ¥ A 9~

office, she was thrilled to receive |
it at a time that she needed it
most. Her special friend sported
the pink princessrown for us!

Perfect Timing
{SoladtGAal yQa a2Y|“ ’

had been having a rough couple
of weeks battling his leukemia
She sent a not to sdyis AYJ

{ aL [ 9 {Caimk aDthe péarfect
time. It definitely brightened up
KAd RIFe&d ¢KIyY|



AYX | b 5 @ANNWERSARY CELEBRATION

We celebrated the end of our
10" yearof the AYJ Fund
supporting children with
cancer. It was a very special
evening as we gathered to
: thank all who have made this
w possible. We were amazed

0 ] when wecalculated that we

: m* have distributed 4,662YJ

LRV URVIE N S\VIILES to children, and

thrilled to announce the total raised over ten years
was over $1.8 million, with $1.30 million directed to
funding brain cancer research to find effective
treatments for these children who face such
devastating diagnoses.

" o

"'{'AYI Fund
- 10l Annivensany
- Celebnation

February 10, 2024
6pm-10pm

We playedvideo messagesom JeffGreenfield, MD

PhD of Weill Cornell Medicinand Mariella Filbin, MD

PhD of DanaFarber The Massachusetts House of
Representatives sent@roclamationof
congratulationsthanks to RepJohn Barrett.

"I really wish | could be with you in person to tell you
about our latest gliomatosis cerebri research that has so
wonderfully and amazingly been funded by all of you
hereé | wanted to extend my biggest thanks from all of
us here in the laboratory, from all of my clinical
colleagues, for your generous funds that help us push
the envelope and move the needle for our patients."
Mariella Filbin, MD, PhD

We thankall of our supporters who were able to join
us, and all of those whevere not with us but helped
us to reach these milestoneSpecial thanks teur
generous sponsors Berkshire Catering, Moresi &
Associates, Becks Printingd tofriends West Package
Store and Aladco Linen Services.

10 Years of )
Smiles.. Connectlons . Cures
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We showed alideshowof many of our actltlesover
the past 10 yearsView iton our AYJ Fund You Tube
page at https://www.youtube.com/@AY Jfund

AYJ SIGHTINGS

AYJ sticker in Virgin
Gorda British VI

t NE TP ! y IMCRAfl@ss 5
in Glendalough, County Wicklow,

Kevin& Lindain Porta,
Portugal

PAM THE MEDIUM

Pam the Berkshire Medium hosted a sessioge
again this spring to beneflt AYJ Fund. We are grateful

for herongoing

support andfor
_ : PAM the BERKSHIRE
sharing herspecial MEDIUM

gift. The evensold Sunday March 10,2024 12-2pm

. Freight Yard Pub, North Adans |
out again Watch for AY) FUND BENEFIT
our 2025 date.

AY] Fund Smiles..Connections.. Cures
KIDS HELPING KIDS

TICKETS $50

Supporting children with cancer at AYJfund.org
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We met with the 1" grade Faith Formation Class of St TheAdams 8o-Drifters,. SNJ 2 KA NB / 2 dzy i

Ellzabe(;h O]: E“T‘ggry Pakrlsg. Th;?/ dtotnattﬁd XLGJ E O|sncwmobile cluh isdedicated to keeping the sport of
proceeds of their Fancake breakfast to the un snowmobiling alive and active in

over $500t0 help support other children. Thank You! Berkshire County. They are also

dedicated to their community.
They contacted us thearour
story and to make a donation to
our AYJ Fund. Another wonderful
local group.

SERVICE ABOVE SELF

We wereso happy to hear that one of our princesses
INSURANCE WOMEN AT WORK FNRBY 2dzNJ ahyOS | L2y | 5NB|

We were invited to speak about the AYJ Fund at a MA ;aﬁonilc High
Association of Insurance Women meeting. We enjoyed GC go
sharing our story and the work we are doing to help N;?/el;?]te

children. They presented us with donations for the

children that filled our car and our hearts. Williams was

chosen forthe
Pittsfield
w20k NB /[ f
Service Above
Self Award.
Neveah received a $200 award to be directed to a
ABCCLOTHINGRANT charity, and she selected the AYJ Fasdhe recipient.

Neveahwas firstrunner-up in the Western MA Miss
Teen contest. As part of the program, she selected the
AYJ Fund as her Community Service Initiasfter

ABC Clothing Shop on Spring Street in Williamstown
a popular stop fogently wornclothing. ABC stands for

, ' A 4 4 A 4 J 4 o v
Gl . SGGSNE/2XVHx/HAE & dZI'JLvqunteering with the AYJ Fund in the fall. Neveah
College and a :
t honors her late brother Shaviezho we supported
eam of : : ) . .

during his cancer journey.eMeah is off to Fitchburg
volunteers, StateUniversitynext d we wish her all the best
this shop ateUniversitynext year and we wish her all the best.
generates BRAIN CANCER AWARENESS MONTH, GC GLOB

proceeds whiclare donated to local nofprofit
organizations. This sprinthe AYJ Fund received a
$2,500 grant. Stop by, check out their great items, an
let them know you support the AYJ Fund.

We recognized May as Brain Cancer Awareness Month
along with our partners around the world. The Franck
un Rayon de Soldibundation

created a social awareness

DILEGO JEWELRY STORE campaign that we were happy to

share to raise awareness about

GC and other brain cancers. They

adapted the campaign to

different languages, foundation

specifics and included photos of Anna and other
children lost to GGGlobal avareness is such an
imporant part of increasing funding f@Cresearch.

We join our community in celebrating

the retirement of the owners of

DiLego Jewelry Stortn the last days

2T (GKS -pedrdidt@yghdy oH

spread their love to the AYJ Fund again, with a $500
donation to support our programs.

ADAMSSNGDRIFTERS WINE, CHOCOLATE & CRAFT BEER TASTING



